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Governor O’Malley Names Six to Health Care Commission
ANNAPOLIS, MD (October 23, 2007) – Placing healthcare cost and quality at the forefront, Governor Martin O’Malley today announced six appointments to the Maryland Health Care Commission (MHCC).

Renowned health economist and Montgomery County resident Marilyn Moon will serve as chair of the 15-member commission.  Other appointees include Tekedra McGee Jefferson from Prince George’s County, Barbara G. McLean from Carroll County, Kurt B. Olson of Montgomery County, Baltimore City resident Sylvia Ontaneda-Bernales, and Darren Petty of Harford County. 

“The experience these appointees bring to the commission will help move Maryland forward to expand access to affordable health care for Maryland small businesses,” Governor O’Malley said.  “Making Maryland a national leader on health information technology is one of the many challenges I am asking the commission to address.”

MHCC is an independent regulatory agency whose mission is to plan for health system needs, promote informed decision-making, increase accountability, and improve access in the rapidly changing health care environment.

“There is plenty of serious work that must be done by this commission,” Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Secretary John M. Colmers said.  “I know each of these individuals is up to the task and will work expeditiously to develop effective solutions for Maryland in these challenging times.”

Ms. Moon is a health economist and serves as vice president and director of the health program at the American Institutes for Research.  She has been a public trustee for the Medicare and Social Security Trust Funds and has served as a senior fellow at the Urban Institute.

Ms. Jefferson, an attorney, serves as assistant general counsel to AOL LLC.  Previously, she was senior corporate counsel at Startec Global Communications Corporation in Bethesda.

Ms. McLean most recently served as a senior policy fellow at the Office of Policy and Planning at the University of Maryland School of Medicine.  She was employed by the MHCC from 1996-2004 and served as the commission’s executive director from 2000 to 2004.

Mr. Olsen is an attorney and founding partner of Klafter and Olsen LLP in Washington, D.C.  The firm focuses on complex commercial litigation including securities, antitrust, and products liability litigation.  A native of Annapolis, Mr. Olsen is a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy and a former Navy SEAL.

Ms. Ontaneda-Bernales is a former journalist and documentary-maker who now serves as an attorney with Ober, Kaler, Grimes & Shriver in Baltimore.  She focuses on complex civil litigation and on immigration matters related to employment, immediate relative petition, naturalization.

Mr. Petty is a union official for the United Auto Workers and a restaurant owner.  He is vice president of the Maryland State and D.C. AFL-CIO.
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